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Economic Overview 
 

Unemployment fell to the lowest rate on record in 2017 and one of the lowest rates in the country. 

 

Large business population but the overall business growth lagged the UK average in 2017. 

 

Employment reaches record high in 2017. Hampshire has the highest employment rate amongst all shire counties. 

in the country 

Sluggish growth in economic output (GVA) in 2016 

Large business population but the overall business growth lagged the UK average in 2017. 

More productive than UK average but growth in 2016 lagged the average. A wide productivity gap with several 
economies in South East England. 

Hampshire (Hampshire County Council, Portsmouth City Council and Southampton City Council areas) 
Source: ONS: 2016 and 2017 (latest data).. 
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 Sectoral Overview 

Source: ONS 2016 and 2017 (latest data).  
Economic Development / Economic & Business Intelligence Service (EBIS), Hampshire County Council 


